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Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. Names Initial Officers
KEWASKUM, WI – Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. today announced the selection of its initial Board of Directors.  The officers of the board include Karen Berg as President, Pr. Terry Berg as Vice President, Lori Beck as Secretary, and Greg Rinn as Treasurer.  Also on the board are Russ Broussard, Susan Cowsill, Mercedes Loomans and Sandy Poenitsch.

John Kenworthy, Executive Director for Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. called the makeup of the board, “…a dream team of commitment.  These are some of the best people I know.  They come from different geographic locations, different faiths, different career paths – but they all share an intense passion for children and for justice.  I am honored to serve alongside these great, great people!”  

Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. was incorporated in October 2007 as a non-stock, non-profit corporation organized to increase educational opportunities for the children of Tanzania, Africa by building preschools. 

According to its Articles of Incorporation, the mission of Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. is to offer young students an academic headstart; foster a safe, nurturing, healthy environment; and to encourage older siblings to remain in school by allowing mothers to work outside of the home.  

As a participant in a similar preschool construction effort in 2007 with Trinity Lutheran Church of West Bend, Kenworthy saw the efficacy of the model first hand in Tanzania.  He explained that by providing an acceptable alternative for the youngest children, Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. will enable mothers to supplement the family income with small jobs outside of the home which will allow older brothers and sisters to remain in school.

Presently, the average income for a family in Tanzania is approximately $270 USD per year.  Because of this, older siblings often must join the workforce rather than attend school.  According to Tanzanian government statistics, only 57% of all Tanzanian children attend primary school, while 7% attend secondary school.  Less than 1% successfully complete the graduation examination.     

The first projects for the Board of Directors and the newly formed corporation are to build two preschools in and near the Tanzanian village of Usa River in the summer of 2008.  One is a public preschool called “Young Roses” and the other is a Lutheran school dubbed the “Malaika School” (‘malaika’ being the Swahili word for ‘angel’), each building is designed to have two classrooms and to serve approximately 30-50 young students.  Efforts are presently under way to find donor communities to help fund these and fifteen other targeted preschool projects.  Estimates are that the total cost for each will be approximately $14,000 with portions coming from a covenant with the local Tanzanian community and the rest from Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. and its partners.  

Kenworthy explained that each brick of the construction costs approximately $1.25.  “Sometimes it is overwhelming to think of a project like this in the big picture, $14 thousand dollars is a lot of money… but a buck-and-a-quarter is well within the grasp for almost anyone.  Even a small child can buy a brick and contribute something tangible – and essential – to help a child in a foreign land.  That is very powerful in both a metaphorical and literal way!”

For more information about becoming involved in Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. fundraising projects or to inquire about making a donation or purchasing bricks, contact Kenworthy at johnk@brickbybrick4tanzania.com.  
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