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Tanzanian Drought brings urgency to ‘Brick by Brick’ efforts
KEWASKUM, WI – A severe drought that has devastated the Arusha region of Tanzania, east Africa brings increased urgency to Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc.’s current efforts to raise funds to build two preschools currently planned for this region. Massive crop failures of maize (corn) – the region’s leading cereal grain - have left much of the country struggling to find sustenance with as many as 34,000 families without food in the Ngorongoro district alone. 

District Commissioner, Jowika Kasunga called the situation, “…the worst in history.” Humanitarian efforts from many international organizations are helping to air in supplies of grain, but it is not enough to sustain. With families in Tanzania averaging less than $300 USD income per year, the ability of commerce to help provide for food is minimal. Most Tanzanians traditionally rely on bartering of sustenance crops to get by.

John Kenworthy, Executive Director of Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. says that while efforts are well underway for new preschools in the King’ori district and the Young Roses School in rural Arusha, the tax exempt organization will ramp up its efforts in order to provide employment for struggling Tanzanian workers. “I have found that the generosity of Tanzanians is incredible. Even if a family has little, if a neighbor is hungry the meager portions will be shared without pause. If we can supplement that income – more families can eat. And it doesn’t cost that much!” In Tanzania, a family can eat for approximately $3 USD a week. “A good part of our expense for each preschool is labor.” Kenworthy continued. “This translates directly into food for our brothers and sisters in need.”

Brick by Brick has partnered with Capitol Drive Lutheran Church and the Milwaukee Lutheran School to raise funds for the King’ori School. A brickselling fundraiser at Kewaskum Middle School netted almost $500 USD toward the Young Roses School.  Each preschool costs approximately $12 K USD. 

On August 20th, a fundraising concert featuring singer/songwriter A.J. Croce will be held at the Kewaskum Theatre with proceeds going to both schools. Additional donation opportunities are available through direct donations via PayPal at www.brickbybrickfortanzania.org or on the “Build the Young Roses School in rural Arusha” cause on Facebook.  Kenworthy added that Brick by Brick is always looking for additional partners in its efforts and would welcome organizations, churches and schools to step up to help at this critical time.

Tickets for A.J. Croce and the 3rd Annual Brick by Brick for Tanzania! concert are available at a price of $10 and can be obtained at the Kewaskum High School, Geidel’s Piggly Wiggly, Westbury Bank (Kewaskum branch), National City Bank (Kewaskum branch). All proceeds will go to Brick by Brick for Tanzania!, Inc. and the current preschool projects.
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